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Purpose: The study aims to examine the characteristics of the verbal analogy ability of
adults with mild intellectual disabilities and to discover what differences exist depending on
the group and task type, and to use them as basic data in the educational field.

Methods: The subjects of the study were 15 adults with mild intellectual disabilities (ID),
15 normal children (NC) with a matched language age, and a total of 30 people with the
same language age of 6 to 8 years and 11 months. The subjects responses were recorded
and measured by presenting an analogy picture corresponding to four types of 40 questions
of verbal analogy (function, opposition, category, sequence) to the subject.

Results : First, as a result of the overall score of verbal analogy ability, the adult group with
mild intellectual disabilities (ID) showed a lower average score than the normal child (NC)
group with language age matching and with a statistically significant difference. Second, as a
result of each subtype of verbal analogy ability, both the mild intellectual disability (ID)
group and the normal child (NC) group showed high scores in the order of order, function,
opposition, and category type.

Conclusions: Adult groups with mild intellectual disabilities may have more difficulty in
performing verbal analogy than general children with consistent language age. Therefore, it is
suggested that access is necessary in the order of function, opposition, and category order
when arbitrating inference in the educational field. Therefore, considering not only the
content elements of inference but also the understanding and familiarity of vocabulary,
frequency and scope of use, and difficulty, we propose the need for various interventions
related to inference required in everyday life and education.
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Table 1. Participants’ information

ID NC
M SD M SD

t p

REVI-e 7680 690 8233 797 -2.033  .052

Note. ID=intellectual  disabilities; ~ NC=normal children;
REVT-e=Receptive and Expressive Vocabulary Test-expressive
(Kim et al., 2009)
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Figure 1. Examples of verbal analogical reasoning tasks
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Table 2. Analysis of the verbal analogical ability by group

ID NC
M SD M SD

t

Total score 25.33 5.13 28.00 495  -1.447

Note. ID=intellectual disabilities; NC=normal children.
“p<.05
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Table 3. Analysis of the verbal analogical ability by task

ID NC .
M SD M SD
Function 6.00 1.77 6.80 1.56 -1.309
Opposition ~ 5.86 2.53 6.73 1.90 -1.059
Category 5.20 1.56 5.60 1.91 - .625
Sequence 8.26 1.53 8.86 91 -1.301

Note. ID=intellectual disabilities; NC=normal children.
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Appendix 1. Examples of the verbal analogical ability evaluation tasks (Kim, 2022)
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