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Purpose: Writing skills develop intensively in school age and are an essential skills for
curriculum learning. The purpose of this study was to investigate the writing
characteristics of children from multicultural families by comparing the writing ability
between children from multicultural families and children from non-multicultural families.
Methods: Nineteen children from multicultural families and 19 children from
non-multicultural families were participated. They were asked to write on 'birthday party'
based on their own experience. Then, their writings were analyzed in the several aspects
. writing quantity, writing composition, syntactic complexity, word error, sentence error,
spelling error, and writing speed. Results: The children from multicultural families
produced the amount of writing similar to children from non-multicultural families but
earned low score in writing composition. In addition, children from multicultural families
produced less complex sentences, more syntactic errors and spelling errors but word
errors. Lastly, children from multicultural families spent more time to write than children
from non-multicultural families. Conclusions: These results suggest that school-aged
children from multicultural families who do not show a significant problem in their
intelligence or language ability need educational attention because they may have
difficulties in writing.
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Table 1. Participants' information

MC NMC
M(SD) M(SD) !
K-WISC-l  106.4 (9.69) 108.2(7.57) -.634
"REVT-r 137 (15.90) 142 (14.14) -1.175
REVT-e 142 (15.18) 147 (16.31) -.978

MC=munticultural children; NMC=non-multicultural children
aK-WISC-II(Korean Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children-III)
bREVT-r(Receptive and Expressive Vocabulary Test- receptive)
cREVT-e(Receptive and Expressive Vocabulary Test- expressive)
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Table 2. The results of writing quantity

MC(n=19) NMC(n=19)
M(SD) M(SD)
Total number 35.52(29.03) 56.47(26.27) -1.998

of words

MC=munticultural children; NMC=non-multicultural children
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Table 3. The results writing composition

MC(n=19) NMC(n=19)
M(SD) M(SD)
Relevance 2.00(.00) 2.00(.00)
Richness 1.57(51) 1.57(51) 1.000
Organization 1.36(.60) 1.78(.54) -2.288"
Coherence 94(.62) 1.42(.61) -2.288"
Writing composition 5.89(1.20) 6.78(.98) 2505

(total score)

MC=munticultural children; NMC=non-multicultural children

p< .05
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Table 4. The results of syntactic complexity

MC(=19) NMC(12=19) .
MSD) MSD)
Mean number of 1.41(33) 1.67(43) 2125

clauses per C-unit

MC=munticultural children; NMC=non-multicultural children
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Table 5. The results writing accuracy

MC(2=19) NMC(n=19)
M(SD) M(SD)
Sentence error(%)  36.03(20.92) 13.51(15.45) 3.773"
Spelling error(%) 14.53(13.57) 1.04 (2.31) 4213™
Word error(%) 22 (78) 20 (.62 .98

MC=munticultural children; NMC=non-multicultural children
“p< 01, Tp< 001
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Table 6. The results of writing speed

MC(n=19) NMC(2=19) )
M(SD) M(SD)
Word number ) 2 ¢ 24y 32.38(9.03) -3.675"

per minute

MC=munticultural children; NMC=non-multicultural children
“pC .01
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