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Purpose: This study aims to investigate the characteristics of the ability to understand
polysemy according to the meaning type and the word-class type in children from
multicultural families and non-multicultural families.

Methods: The participants were 42 school-aged children from 21 multicultural families and
children from 21 non-multicultural families. The test tool consisted of a total 40 questions,
including 20 polysemous verbs and 20 polysemous nouns. The vocabulary used in the test
was selected form high-frequency words in elementary school Korean language textbooks.
Results: First, it was found that children from multicultural families had a significantly lower
ability to understand polysemy than children from non-multicultural families. Second,
there was a significant difference between children from multicultural families and
children from non-multicultural families according to the meaning type (central meaning,
surrounding meaning), but the performance of the two groups showed similar patterns.
Third, there was a significant difference in comprehension ability between children from
multicultural families and children from non-multicultural families according to the type
of word-class (polysemous verbs, polysemous nouns); the interaction effect between the
group and the type of word-class was significant. Children from multicultural families did
not have a large gap in performance between polysemous verbs and polysemous nouns,
while children from non-multicultural families showed a large gap in performance
between polysemous verbs and polysemous nouns.

Conclusions: This study is meaningful in that it provides basic information on lexical
ambiguity vocabulary learning in children from multicultural families, and clinical
implications for qualitative vocabulary intervention based on understanding the differences
in polysemy understand ability and utilization.
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Table 1. Participants’ information

MF Non-MF
M(SD) MSD) i
K-CTONI-2*  105.00 (10.56)  101.61 (13.45) .906  .531
REVT-1® 88.09 (13.57)  89.61 (16.25) -330  .104
KOLRA(dP 64.42 (6000  63.95(881) .205 .839

Note. MP=multicultural families; Non-MF=non-multicultural families;
K-CTONI-2=Korean Comprehensive Test of Nonverbal Intelligene-2
(Park, H. W., 2014); REVT-r=Receptive & Expressiive Vocabulary
Test-receptive (Kim, Hong, et al., 2009); KOLRA(d)=Korean
Language-based Reading Assessment (decoding test, Pae et al., 2015).
Values are presented as Intelligence quotient. ® Values are presented
as raw Score.
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Table 2. Comparison of polysemy understanding abilities between
groups

Group n M (SD? df t
MF 21 20.42 (6.41 .

G41) 40 -2.424
Non-MF 21 24.80 (5.24)

Note. MF=multicultural tamilies; Non-MF=non-multicultural families.
*Values are presented as raw score.
(.05
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Table 3. Repeated two-way ANOVA of polysemy understanding
abilities according to types of meaning

S8 dr MS F
Between Group 105.19 1 105.19 500
8IOUPS  Brrop 70047 40 17.51
Meaning types 9.33 1 933 164
Within ~ Group X
groups Meaning types 43 1 4975
Error 227.23 40 5.68
“7.05
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Table 4. Repeated two way ANOVA of polysemy understanding
abilities according to types of word-class

S§ df MS F

Between Group 107.04 1 107.04 607
8OUPS  Frror 707.04 40 1767
Word-class types 74.29 1 7429 23.73"
Within — Group x 1296 1 1296 414
groups  Word-class types
Error 125.23 40 3.13

"p<.05, “pC01

13
— 0y SEMOUS

verb
12 Polysmaous
neun

11

W

o

MF Non-MF

Note. MF=multicultural families; Non-MF=non-multicultural families.
Figure 1. Comparing group scores of polysemy understanding
according to types of word-class
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