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Perception of Language Acquisition in Children With Culturally
and Linguistically Diverse Backgrounds Using Mixed Research Methods

Sang Shim Hwang'"
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Purpose : Language development of culturally and linguistically diverse (CLD) children is
becoming a subject of interest in various fields along with the increase in foreign
residents in Korea. Speech therapists directly provide services related to language
acquisition for multicultural children. This study aims to investigate Korean language
development, bilingual development, and foreign parents’ perceptions of native language
acquisition.

Methods: To develop questions, closed-ended and open-ended questions were developed
using a mixed research method. The questionnaire was distributed online to speech
therapists across the country. Depending on the research purpose, the questionnaires of
267 respondents were analyzed using frequency analysis, chi-square test, and content
analysis.

Results: First, as a result of closed-ended item analysis, 64.8% of the responding speech
therapists responded that acquisition of Korean should be the focus, about 30% of them
were about acquiring bilingual language, and about 6% were about acquiring foreign
parents language. Second, as a result of open-ended question analysis, a total of 327
details were extracted from the data. The four categories were dlassified into 28 contents,
with ‘Korean language acquisition focus' being the most frequent with 232 items, followed
by ‘bilingual acquisition’ with 82 items, ‘language acquisition by parents of foreign
residents’ with 12 items, and ‘language development-related factors’ with 21 items.
Conclusions : Speech therapists play a role in providing various support to multicultural
children. To properly perform this role, related research must be actively conducted and
the results reflected in various aspects.

Keywords: Culturally and linguistically diverse children (CLD), speech-language pathologist,
language acquisition, bilingual development, mixed research methods
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Table 1. Participants’ information

Characteristic n (%)
Gender Male 28 (10.5)
Female 239 (89.5)
Twenties 111 (41.6)
Age Thirties 104 (39.0)
Over forties 52 (19.5)
Highest degree Bachelor 184 (68.9)
completed Master - Doctorate 83 (31.1)
Family center 52 (19.5)
Welfare center 46 (17.2)
Work place Speech clinic 98 (40.3)
Medical institution 35 (13.1)
Educational institution 20 (7.5
1~3 years 101 (38.1)
i 4~6 years 75 (28.3)
Work experience
7~9 years 41 (15.1)
More than 10 years 48 (18.0)
Seoul - Gyeonggi 88 (33.0)
Jeolla 118 (44.2)
Working areas
Gyeongsang 39 (14.6)
Chungcheong 22 (8.2
SIP certification Second-class 202 (75.7)
First-class 65 (24.3)
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Table 2. Verification of differences in perception of language development in CLD children

Variations
Characteristic 7
KA AMF AD Total
Male 12 (42.9) 8 (28.6) 8 (28.6) 28 (100)
Gender 28.9
Female 161 (67.5) 8 (3.3 70 (29.3) 239 (100)
Twenties 75 (67.6) 3(27) 33 (29.7) 111 (100)
Age Thirties 68 (65.4) 6 (5.8 30 (28.8) 104 (100) 7.4
Over forties 30 (57.7) 7 (13.5) 15 (28.8) 52 (100)
Highest  degree Bachelor 119 (64.7) 6 (43) 57 (31.0) 184 (100) 33
completed Master - Doctorate 54 (65.1) 8 (9.6) 21 (25.3) 83 (100) '
SIP certification Second-class 42 (64.6) 5(7.7) 18 (27.7) 65 (100) 7
First-class 131 (64.9) 11 (5.4) 60 (29.7) 202 (100) '
Family center 29 (55.8) 9 (17.3) 14 (26.9) 52 (100)
Welfare center 32 (69.6) 0( .0 14 (30.4) 46 (100)
Work place Speech clinic 79 (69.3) 3(206) 32 (28.1) 114 (100) 21.27
Medical institution 22 (62.9) 1029 12 (34.3) 35 (100)
Educational institution 11 (55.0) 3 (15.0) 6 (30.0) 20 (100)
1~3 years 63 (62.4) 4 (4.0 34 (33.7) 34 (100)
Work experience 4~6 years 49 (65.3) 3 (4.0 23 (30.7) 23 (100) 5
7~9 years 28 (68.3) 2 (4.9 11 (26.8) 41 (100) '
More than 10 years 33 (68.8) 6 (12.5) 9 (18.8) 48 (100)
Seoul - Gyeonggi 60 (68.2) 2(23) 26 (29.5) 88 (100)
Working areas  1S°12 75 (63.6) 7 (5.9 36 (30.5) 118 (100) )
Gyeongsang 26 (66.7) 3(7.7 10 (25.6) 39 (100) '
Chungcheong 12 (54.5) 4 (18.2) 6 (27.3) 22 (100)

Note. KA=Korean acquisition; AMF=acquiring the mother tongue of foreign parents; AD=acquisition of dual language.

“X.01, " p<.001
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Table 3. Perception toward language development in CLD
(culturally and linguistically diverse) children

Survey items n %
Acquisition of Korean 173 64.8
Acquiring the mother tongue of foreign parents 15 5.6
Acquisition of dual language 79 29.6
Total 267 100
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Table 4. Results of open-ended question analysis on Korean
acquisition

Contents n %)

Current residence 69
Future residence (29.8)
Language of residence

Living in Korea

Main language spoken First language (25461)
Birthplace language '
Promote language Promotes acquisition of 6
development other languages (2.6
Early bilingual causes
confusion
Limitations of Impossible to perfectly 7
bilingual acquisition master two languages (3.0
Delayed language
development due to
bilingual
Learn foreign parents’
Sequential duplex language later 7
language preference Acquire another language ( 3.0)
after learning Korean KA
Future work life 232
Social adaptation Adgptation to Korean 27 (100)
society (11.6)
Adaptation to daily life
Peer relationships at
. . daycare center 16
Peer relationships Peer relationships at (6.9
school
Language delay occurs
Korean of foreign Low Korean level 20
parents Lack of language (8.6
stimulation
Basic education 2
Education - Academics Educational institution (5.2)
Study )
Communicate with peers
Communication Communication at home 12
Communicate with (5.2
teachers

Note. KA=Korean acquisition.
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Table 5. Results of open-ended question analysis on dual
language acquisition

Contents n (%)

Communication between family

A 8

Communication members
. (9.8
Everyday life

Change in Multicultural society 12
society Multicultural environment (14.6)
Embracing Multicultural understanding
cultural
diversity Resolving cultural differences (3.7
Emotional Parent-child attachment 5
stability Emotional expression (6.1

Fluent language experience
Contributes to normal language
development

Language skills . . 16
\provin Increased language stimulation (19.5)
P & through bilingual ' DLA

Fluent language instead of poor 82
Korean (100)
Educational opportunities

Future . 10

. Range of career choices

opportunities ; - (12.1)
Social recognition

Improved Peer relationship influence 5

self-esteem Confidence (6.1)

e b ks Ty

bili 1 )

I just like learning English (9.8)
Learn Korean ﬁlzctli;eignfsrom educational )
turall 2.

naturaly Learned from the community (25
Two languages at home

Language Language of foreign primary 13

environment caregivers (15.8)

Language is learned at home

Note. DLA=dual language acquisition.
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2 Qbg 271(16.7%), “AoigH
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e Slolpel B B0z Agsielch, B4 /1% 219 o
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Table 6. Results of open-ended sentence analysis on mother
tongue acquisition of foreign parents

Contents n (%)
Communication with family )
Communication Resolving communication  (16.7)
breakdown
Emotional stability Attachment formation a 62 7 LFP
Language Fluent language experience ¢ (11020)
envir'onment Early language experience (50.0)
provided Rich language stimulation
Foreign parents 2

Pri ,
rimary caregivers Lots of time with children  (16.1)

Note. LFP=language of foreign parents.
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Table 7. Results of open-ended question analysis related to
language development

Contents n (%)

5
Socio Impact of SES 23.9)
economic level Differences depending on

country of origin

Indifference  Family's indifference

(9.5

Foreign parents language

hinders language development 6 LDR
Negativity toward foreign (28.6) 21
parents’ native language ’ (100)
acquisition

Delayed language development
due to parents’ language level
Learning level varies
depending on mother’'s Korean
level

Negative effects at the Korean
level

Negative
perception

Korean
language skills

(38.1)

Note. LDR=language development related.
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