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Purpose: This study aimed to identify the factors influencing adult learners majoring in
speech-language therapy to persist in their studies and the factors hindering their
academic participation. Additionally, it sought to explore the relationships between these
factors and educational satisfaction. The ultimate goal was to provide foundational data to
efficiently support the academic achievement of adult learners in speech-language therapy
courses.

Methods: The study participants comprised 131 adult learners majoring in speech-
language therapy in South Korea. An online survey was conducted using the learning-
related factors and satisfaction assessment questionnaire developed by Kim & Kim (2024).
The questionnaire consisted of a total of 33 items: Seven items assessing academic
persistence intention, ten items assessing factors hindering academic participation, and
sixteen items assessing educational satisfaction. Data analysis was conducted using frequency
analysis, descriptive statistics, independent sample #test, one-way ANOVA, LSD post-hoc
test, and Pearson correlation analysis.

Results: First, the mean score for academic persistence intention was 3.79 (+.681) out of
5. Second, the mean score for factors hindering academic participation was 2.39 (+.539).
Third, the mean score for educational satisfaction was 3.99 (+.675). Fourth, significant
differences in educational satisfaction were found based on learner characteristics, particularly
age. Fifth, a positive correlation was found between academic persistence intention and
educational satisfaction, while negative correlations were observed between factors hindering
academic participation and educational satisfaction, as well as between academic persistence
intention and factors hindering academic participation.

Conclusions: These findings suggest the necessity of improving learning conditions and
planning efficient learning activities to enhance adult learners academic persistence
intention and reduce factors hindering academic participation.

Keywords: Speech-language pathology, adult learner, academic persistence intention,
hindering academic participation, educational satisfaction
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Table 1. Participants’ characteristics

Category 1 (%)
Gonder Male 11 (8.4)
Female 120 (91.6)
25~29 years 27 (20.6)
30~39 years 29 (22.1)
Age
40~49 years 47 (35.9)
50 years < 28 (21.4)
High school diploma 32 (24.4)
Previous  Associate degree 38 (29.0
degree Bachelor’s degree 45 (34.4)
Graduate school graduation 16 (12.2)
3-year college 95 (72.5)
Educational ~ College (Bachelor's degree program) 21 (16.0)
institution - 4_year university 12 (9.2)
Graduate school (Master’s course) 3(23)
Job Employed 79 (60.3)
Unemployed 52 (37.7)
Seoul - Incheon + Gyeonggi-do 5(3.8
Daejeon - Chungcheongnam-do 4(3.1)
Daegu - Gyeongsangbuk-do 56 (42.7)
Region Gwangju - Jeollanam-do 33 (25.2)
Busan - Ulsan * Gyeongsangnam-do 27 (20.6)
Jeollabuk-do 5(3.8)
Jeju-do 1(.9
Total 131 (100.0)
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Table 2. Questionnaire information

Factors Questions n Cronbach’s @
Persistence intention 1~7 7 .826
Hindering participation 8~17 10 752
Educational satisfaction 18~33 16 .935
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Table 3. Academic persistence intention (A=131)

Items M (D)

Expectation of employment opportunities 4.00 ( .903)
Expectation of income 3.19 (.995)
Expectation of entrepreneurial opportunities 3.39 (1.134)
Interest in academics 4.01 (.940)
Positive learner-to-learner relationships 4.06 (.913)
Positive instructor-student relationships 4.17 (.863)
Appropriateness of academic difficulty 3.71 (1.048)
Total 3.79 ( .681)
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Table 4. Hindering academic participation (A=131)

Items M (SD)
Lack of time availability 3.62 (1.104)
Lack of academic information 2.55 (1.178)
Burden of economic costs 2.58 (1.195)
Distance to the educational location 2.91 (1.381)
Mismatch. between expectations and 1.80 (.956)
educational content
Lack of academic motivation 1.97 (1.026)
Health management difficulties 2.51 (1.185)
Difficulty with academic difficulty 3.03 (1.224)
Difficulty in relationships among learners 1.50 (.797)
Difficulty in instructor-student relationships 1.41 ( .742)
Total 2.39 ( .539)
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Table 5. Educational satisfaction (A=131)

Ttems M (SD)

Course content 4.09 ( .889)
Learning activities 4.10 ( .893)
Curriculum management methods 3.99 (1.003)
Ratio of face-to-face and online classes 3.83 (1.068)
Hours for face-to-face and online learning 3.71 (1.131)
Educational environment 4.10 ( .910)
Educational costs 3.88 (.957)
Maintaining interest 3.90 (.967)
Administrative support 3.80 (1.033)
Instructor support 4.23 (.943)
Evaluation methods 4.13 ( .889)
Adaptation to departmental life 4.29 (.741)
Learner-to-learner relationships 4.22 (.924)
Academic difficulty 3.64 (1.015)
School staff attitudes and services 3.98 (1.902)
Awareness of the institution 3.97 (.817)
Total 3.99 ( .675)
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Table 6. Academic persistence intention, participation hindering
factors, and educational satisfaction by learner age
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API 59 G s Gw 200 e
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Note. APl=academic persistence intention; HAP=hindering
academic participation; ES=educational satisfaction.
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Table 7. Academic persistence intention, participation hindering
factors, and educational satisfaction by learner degree

Category MP(IED) MA&) MB(ED) M?ﬁm F LD
w00 G e G
WP G0 G e B0
S OB o (66 1 -
Note. APl=academic persistence intention; HAP=hindering

academic participation; ES=educational satisfaction; HS=high
school diploma; AD=associate degree; BD=bachelor's degree;
GS=graduate school graduation.
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Table 8. Academic persistence intention, participation hindering
factors, and educational satisfaction by employment status

Caegory  PPIed Unemployed ‘

API 3.85 (674) 3.69 (.687) 1.351
HAP 2.35 (:532) 2.44 (549) -.972
ES 4.04 (.707) 3.91 (622) 1.036

Note. APl=academic persistence intention; HAP=hindering
academic participation; ES=educational satisfaction.
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Table 9. Correlation among academic persistence intention,
factors hindering participation, and educational satisfaction

API HAP ES
API

HAP -.546™

ES 7387 -.569™

Note.  APl=academic persistence intention; HAP=hindering

academic participation; ES=educational satisfaction.
p£.001
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Appendix 1. Examples of academic persistence intention

AUX|ZHS JOISSA St K|S0l FOa 22,

WSRO 2

Az

e S
-l [ S = P

wEoltt

ErES
a3

e

a}

L. #Y 7Fso] &2 Z o= 7|ttt
- FHA Al B0l =5 A0E Vet

- A 7IsAdol &2 Ao ViRt
=] Z

~ AW O] [o)
B
4
o
N
ollv)l
i
Ir
)
o

e A
194 90 194 9

Hizoltk

A=
gt

—

- AR o7t FESI

A4S A HEIt RES

- SRIFolA BAA Blgo] Act.
e

71dgt viot a5 Higo] YIS}
- S0l igk ojgo] RSt

. 2 A=) ofgol Slrt.

5}9] Wol=2 olgt ojzigo] 9t

- IS WAV BRI

- WA} A EHsi

NoR - IS - NN N SO SO

—
o

Appendix 3. Examples of educational satisfaction
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