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Purpose : Korean is increasingly recognized as an important global language, and interest
in Korean is steadily growing in Vietnam. This study aimed to offer basic insights for
developing effective Korean writing instruction for Vietnamese students by examining the
accuracy and error patterns of spelling based on phonological rules through dictation
tasks at both the word and sentence levels.

Methods: The participants were 32 Vietnamese students in their 20s. The spelling tasks
consisted of word-level items based on phonological rules (final consonant rules, liaison,
fortis, aspiration, and palatalization, with two items each) and sentence-level tasks
containing the words used in the word-level tasks.

Results: First, the accuracy rate in the word-level tasks was significantly lower than the
overall word accuracy rate in the sentence-level tasks, but significantly higher than the
target word accuracy rate in the sentence-level tasks. A longer period of Korean study
and higher Korean proficiency were associated with increased accuracy. Second, at the
word level, spelling accuracy was significantly higher for phoneme-matching types than
non-phoneme-matching types, with the following order observed among the
non-phoneme-matching types: fortis, aspiration, liaison, final consonant rules, and
palatalization. Third, analysis of error types showed that phonological processing errors
were more frequent than orthographic processing errors at both the word and sentence
levels, revealing similar error characteristics.

Conclusions: Understanding the characteristics of spelling in Korean language learning
plays a crucial role. Therefore, it is anticipated that writing instruction that accounts for
phonological rules and error patterns will enhance the effectiveness of teaching Korean
writing to Vietnamese learners.
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Table 1. Participants’ information

Characterization Category n (%)
Gender Female 23 (71.9)
Male 9 (28.1)
Ao 21~25 31 (96.9)
26~30 1(3.1)
Northern 12 (37.5)
Where to live in Vietnam Central 6 (18.8)
Southern 14 (43.8)
(3 year 17 (53.1)
Duration of life in Korea 3~5 year 11 (34.4)
)5 year 4 (12.5)
<3 year 23 (71.9)
Period of study of Korean 3~5 year 6 (18.8)
> 5 year 3(9.4)
Level 1 10 31.2)
Test of proficiency in Korean Level 2 14 (43.7)
Level 3 8 (25.1)
Pronunciation 17 (53.1)
Vocabulary 11 (34.4)
What needs education in Korean  Grammar 14 (3.9
(duplicate check possible) Reading 4 (18.8)
Writing 19 (59.4)
Speaking 23 (71.9)
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Table 2. Spelling accuracy according to task types
Unit M SD t

Word level 35.16  15.37 .
-2.309
Sentence level (whole word segment)  42.01 13.27

"pK.05
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Table 3. Spelling accuracy according to task types

Unit M SD t
Word level 35.16 15.37 .
2.331
Sentence level (target word) 28.64 16.11
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Table 4. Spelling accuracy according to the variables of the
subject

Characterization Category M (SD) tor F
Female 3586
(16.74)
Gender 33,33 =-414
Male (11.79)
Northern (?Zjé)
Where to live in Vietnam Central (ﬁié) F=1.693
30.95
Southern (16.80)
30.19
Byear (620
28.78
Duration of life in Korea 3~5 year (12.;6) F=2.132
31.15
rSvear (53
. 26.95
Byear’ (585 .
2161 F=2.654
Period of study of Korean 3~5 year® ( 9'7 4)
i (cva,b)
»5 year® 4644
(9.62)
a 29.16
Level 1 (19.20) s
F=3.
Test of proficiency in Korean Level 2° 26.97
(11.60) ©ab)
. 4870 ’
Level 3 (11.30)

"7K.05

Table 5. Spelling accuracy according to phonological rules at the
word level

Phonological rules M SD
With grapheme-phoneme 5781 33.86
correspondence
Fortis 73.43  31.06
Aspiration 46.87  28.22
Without grapheme-phoneme Liaison 2656 33.56
correspondence Final consonant  4.68  14.80
Palatalization 1.56 8.83
Total 30.62  16.83
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Table 6. Spelling accuracy according to phonological rule
Phonological rules M SD t
With grapheme-phoneme 5781 33.86
correspondence
. 4.146
Without grapheme-phoneme 30.62 16.83
correspondence
“p<.001
Table 7. Spelling accuracy according to phonological rule
Phonological rules Type M SD F
Fortis® 73.43  31.06 167.40™
Aspiration®  46.87  28.22

Without Liaison® 2656 33.56  ab.ede”

grapheme-phoneme | e

correspondence Fina
consonant® 468 1480 b<d,em

c(d,e

Palatalization® 1.56 8.83

“p<.01, " pK.001
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Table 8. Types of spelling errors in word level
Types of
spelling M SD
errors

Substitution with meaningless words 3.65 1.80
Phonological Substitution with meaningful words 134 .93
errors

Total 5.00 1.83

Same sound .62 .79

Phonetic spelling of the entire word 62 .94
Orthographic Phonetic spelling of part of the word 1.16 1.19
errors ch found in the K

aracters not found in the Korean 50 1.04
language
Total 2.90 1.94

139



AOX| 2 H(H34H H33)

oAz 929 H/|HE 9 7 o7} YA Lo}

w7 gjotel diSsEE ~AdS ”*]"} Zi= Table 99} 2
o BN AN visk ol geAel Rt BAAE o
Heh fofstA EATHp(.001).

Table 9. Differences among types of spelling errors in the word
level

Types of spelling errors M SD t

Phonological errors 5.00 1.83
4.116

Orthographic errors 2.90 1.94

"~ p<.001
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Table 10. Types of errors in sentence level

Types of

. M SD
spelling errors

Substitution ~with  meaningless 4

56 1.64
omolosical words
Phonologica . . .
errors Substitution ~ with  meaningful 140 118
words
Total 596 1.85
Same sound 53 .67
Phonetic spelling of the entire 40 61
word
Orthographic  Phonetic spelling of part of the
.88 .90
errors word
Characters not found in the 2 60
Korean language
Total 2.03 1.12
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Table 11. Differences among types of spelling errors in the
word level

Types of spelling errors M SD t

Phonological errors 5.96 1.85
8.816

Orthographic errors 2.03 1.12

~pK.001
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Appendix 1. Spelling ability test (word/sentence)
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