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An Analysis of Media Articles on Language Development Delays
in Infants and Young Children During the COVID-19 Pandemic
Using the BIGKinds Platform
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Purpose: This study aims to analyze the trends in media articles related to ‘language
development delays in infants and young children” during the prolonged COVID-19
pandemic period (January 2020 to May 2023) in South Korea.
Methods: Media articles were collected using the BIGKinds platform, a big data news
analysis system. Keyword frequency and word associations were analyzed to examine
changes in media discourse.
Results: A total of 163 news articles related to ‘language development delays in infants
and young children during the COVID-19 pandemic” were analyzed, excluding duplicate
and promotional articles. Among them, the highest number of reports was recorded in
2022. In particular, 27 articles were published in September 2022, and 24 articles
appeared in December of the same year. This surge corresponds to a period when the
spread of COVID-19 began to decline, during which political circles actively raised
concerns over delayed language development in infants and young children. Based on
these concerns, numerous articles called for the lifting of indoor mask mandates,
especially for infants and young children. The most frequently appearing keywords in the
articles were, in order: infants and young children, children, mask wearing, childcare
centers, indoor mask, and private education. Visualization of the core keywords revealed
that ‘mask wearing and ‘infants and young children’ were centrally positioned and
displayed in the largest font size, indicating that these terms were among the most
frequently mentioned in media coverage of the issue.
Conclusions . Analysis of media articles on language development delays among infants
and young children revealed a significant surge in reporting in 2022, with mask ‘wearing
and ‘infants and young children’ being the most frequent core terms.
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Figure 1. Number of media articles
on ‘language development delay in infants and young children’
during the COVID-19 period
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Table 1. Ranking and frequency of keywords

Frequency of

Rank  Keyword Weight

keyword
1 Infants and young children 38.06 415
2 Children 36.67 395
3 Mask wearing 37.86 374
4 Childcare center 18.46 215
5 Indoor mask 9.07 198
6 Private education 4.00 115
7 Social compentence 15.38 100
8 Non-face-to-face 4.44 55
9 Parents 6.69 54
10 Indoor mask mandate 8.70 52
11 Multicultural families 6.69 52
12 Preschool-aged children 4.00 44
13 Policy committee 7.62 42
14 Fatalities 7.33 37
15 Teachers 5.31 36
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Figure 2. Keyword extraction and word cloud visualization
during the COVID-19 period
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