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A Comparison of Children’s Emotional and Behavioral Characteristics
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Purpose : This study investigated the relationships among parent screening of language and
emotion (PSLE) scores, Receptive and Expressive Vocabulary Test (REVI) scores, and the
emotional and behavioral characteristics measured by the Korean version of the Strengths
and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ-KR). We also examined the extent to which PSLE and
REVT scores predict children’s emotional and behavioral outcomes.

Methods: A total of 51 preschool children aged 3~6 with nonverbal 1Q scores (KBIT-2) of
85 or higher participated in this study. The parent screening of language and emotion
(PSLE), the Receptive and Expressive Vocabulary Test (REVI), and the Korean version of
the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ-KR) were administered. Participants were
divided into high (top 25%) and low (bottom 25%) PSLE groups to examine group
differences. Spearman correlation and multiple regression analyses were conducted.
Results : Children in the low PSLE group showed significantly higher peer problems and total
difficulties than those in the high PSLE group. PSLE scores were positively associated with
prosocial behavior and negatively associated with hyperactivity, emotional symptoms, and
peer problems. In the regression analyses, REVT scores were not significant predictors,
whereas PSLE scores significantly predicted children's total difficulty scores.

Conclusions : These findings suggest that parent-reported language development as measured
by PSLE may be closely related to children’s emotional and behavioral adjustment in daily
contexts. Parent-reported tools such as the PSLE and SDQ-KR may therefore be valuable
for early screening of language and behavioral challenges in clinical and educational settings.

Keywords: Parent screening of language and emotion (PSLE), SDQ-KR, Emotional behavioral
characteristics
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Table 1. Participants’ information

Total High-PSLE group Low-PSLE group

(A=51) (2=16) (z=16) 7 P

M SD M SD M SD

Month 56.80 12.82 60.69 10.05 64.82 7.32 -.245 .809
PSLE 11.25 3.67 15.00 0.00 6.55 2.42 5.169 .000™
KBIT-2 110.86 14.03 116.77 13.64 109.27 15.14 1.276 207

Note. PSLE=parent screening of language and emotion; KBIT-2=Kaufman Brief Intelligence Test-second edition (KBIT-2, Moon,
2020). Children aged 3 years (n=14) were excluded from the KBIT-2 analysis.
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Table 2. Group differences in receptive and expressive
vocabulary (REVT) between high and low PSLE groups

High-PSLE group Low-PSLE group

(7=16) (=16) Z p 7
M SD M SD
REVT-e  62.69 1639 4944 2466 1.453 .149 .260
REVT-r 5431 17.85 4738  19.27 1.189 .239 .210

Note. REVT=Receptive Expressive Vocabulary Test (Kim et al.,
2009).
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Table 3. Comparison of SDQ-KR scores between high and low PSLE groups

High-PSLE group

Low-PSLE group

(2=16) (7=16) 7 P r
M SD M SD
Prosocial behavior 7.81 217 5.94 2.99 1.884 061 33
Hyper activity 2.75 2.35 456 2.28 -2.246 026 40
Emotional symptoms 1.69 1.99 2.50 1.32 -1.958 056 35
Conduct problem 1.63 1.36 2.75 1.65 -1.996 .051 .35
Peer problem 1.44 1.37 3.44 1.97 -2.929 .003" .52
Difficulties total 7.50 4.60 13.25 4.88 -2.973 .002" 53
“p.01
Table 4. Spearman correlations
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Table 5. Spearman partial correlations
PSLE REVT-e REVT-r Prosoc:ial Hy'pter Emotional Conduct Peer Difficulties
behavior activity symptoms problem problem total
PSLE 352 279 338 -331 -312 -.289’ -4717 -.484”
REVT-e 619™ 185 -344 -.126 -376" -.199 -.412"
REVT-r 172 -173 -.186 -.269 -.183 -.308°

p=<.05, "p(.01, T pC.001
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Table 6. Effects of PSLE and REVT scores on prosocial
behavior scores: multiple regression analysis

B SE Vs t p VIF
REVT-t 017 .00 247 1801 .078 1078
PSLE 184 097 260 1893  .064  1.078
R 163

F 4.669 (p=.014)

Note. REVT-t represents the combined score of REVT-e and
REVT-r. B=unstandardized coefficient; SE=standard error; 4=
standardized coefficient.
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SABVIPOl 1.0782 Ueht ts34dY At elee
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Table 7. Effects of PSLE and REVT scores on difficulties total
scores: multiple regression analysis

B SE Vi t P VIF
REVT-t -016 .017 -128 -98 331 1078
PSLE -572 168 -443  -3.400 0017 1.078
R 243

F 7.720 (p=.001)

Note. REVT-t represents the combined score of REVT-e and
REVT-r. PB=unstandardized coefficient; SE=standard error; 4
=standardized coefficient.
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(Clegg et al., 2015; Menting et al., 2011; Rose et al., 2018).
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Appendix 1. Examples parent screening of language development and emotion (PSLE, Joo et al., 2024)
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Appendix 2. The strengths and difficulties questionnaire (SDQ-KR, Ahn et al., 2003)
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